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New Beginnings! 
 

 
 
As many of you will remember, St. John’s 
Parenting Skills Services Project (SJPSSP) 
was originally developed due to a desire to 
build safer, healthier communities through 

enhancing supports and 
services for parents.  You 
have supported us during 
our journey through the 
Two Phase project, which 
saw the development of a 
Steering Committee, the 
research and 
recommendations of 

existing and future services, and the 
development and enhancement of some of our 
own services. 
We now embark on a new adventure! Parent 
Connections represents the product of the 
SJPSSP – our two year long project originally 
funded through the National Crime Prevention 
Strategy, Community Mobilization Fund. We 
have developed this new name to demonstrate 
that our vision is to produce, from our original 
project, a new identity. Our goal is to develop a 
long term sustainability plan, as well as 
enhance and market the existing services 
originally developed through SJPSSP. 
 

Introducing… 
 

 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself as Business Development Officer. As 
the first step in this new project, I was hired 
through a joint project with Family and Child 

Care Connections and 
Service Canada. Over the 
next several months, I plan 
to work closely with the 
current Steering Committee 
to achieve the goals of 
Parent Connections. I look forward to meeting 

and working with all of you in the near future! –
Paula Corcoran 
 

Marketing Campaign 
 

 
 
As a fresh start to this new project, we’ve 
recruited David Murphy to begin marketing 
efforts for Parent Connections. David has 
already completed press kits to be released in 
November, during National Child Day 
celebrations. Included in the kit will be our ‘hot 
off the press’ posters and post cards, both 
designed through consultation with the 
Steering Committee. These will prove to be 
essential tools in future marketing efforts. A 
sincere Thank You to Newfoundland Power for 
providing the printing of both the posters and 
post cards! 
 

Our Services 
 

 
 

We offer several services focused on 
enhancing agencies’ ability to engage parents 
throughout St. John’s and surrounding areas. 
Both the manual and the handbook are 
directed to community based organizations, 
while we aim to make our site available to the 
entire public. For further information on any of 
the following services, please contact us! 



 paulac@nfld.net    50 Pippy Place   St. John’s   (T) 709.754.7086 

www.parentingskillsproject.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steering Committee 
 

 
 
The first task on the agenda at Parent 
Connections is a strategic planning 
session with the Steering Committee. Over the 

summer, Peggy Matchim 
conducted brief, informal 
telephone interviews with 
several stakeholders, key 
informants, and community 
partners to gather their ideas 
and thoughts about priorities 

in the field of parent support and services. 
This input will greatly assist the Steering 
Committee in developing its priorities and work 
plan for the coming year.  Thanks to all of you 
who have provided valuable feedback in 
various ways over the past months! 
The Parent Connections Steering Committee 
includes original members Sandra Decker, 
Karen Mitchell, Amy Percy, Paula Rogers, and 
Lynn Smyth; newly recruited members Jody 
Holloway, and Paula Corcoran; as well as past 
chair,  Randy Penney. Anyone with interest in 
becoming involved or reestablishing their 

connection with the committee, please feel free 
to contact us! 
 

Thank You..... 
 

 
 
Our sincere Thank You to all the parents, 
program and service providers who contributed 
in so many ways to the success of the St. 
John’s Parenting Skills Services Project…to 
Randy Penney, who initiated this project and is 
still keeping an eye on where we are going...to 
the Steering Committee many of whom are still 
with us...to The National Crime Prevention 
Strategy, Community Mobilization for past 
funding …to Service Canada for helping to 
fund the Job Creation Project that help to see 
our next steps develop. 
 

Help Our Newsletter Reach 
Everyone 
 

 
 

It is a fact that we would not exist without the 

tremendous community support that we have 

received in the past. In order to maintain that 

support, we aim to keep 

everyone informed of our future 

plans and goals. If there is 

anyone you feel would be 

interested in our newsletter, 

please send along their contact 

information and we will be most happy to send 

them a copy. 
 

Contact Us… 
…if you offer a program for parents that 

you want others to know about 
…if you would like to become involved 

and share your ideas 
…if you want to access these great 

resources 
…if you want to make a connection with 

Parent Connections 
 

Making Connections with Parents:  A 

Handbook of Tips and Suggestions for 

Involving, and Following Up with Parents 
Practical tips and tools for front line staff 
who work with parents.   Useful as a 
‘refresher’ and also as basis for group 
training sessions 
 
Connecting Parents:  Resources for 

Community-based Organizations to 

Develop Effective Peer Parent Volunteer 

Programs This resource manual is full of 
practical tools and resources to assist any 
community-based organization that wants 
to extend its reach and effectiveness 
through building networks of peer parent 
volunteers.   
 
On-Line Directory A one-stop source for 
parenting info, research programs and 
services in the St. John’s region. Visit us at: 

www.parentingskillsproject.com 

 


